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: all early estimates based on the returns of tax-collectors
well below the real population, since the tax-collector would
7 have to account for taxes paid by the number of households
,yn on his returns and would himself grow wealthy on the
es paid by ' unrecorded ' households. A Board of Revenue
sus in 1885 gave a population of 377,636,000 for China proper,
.uding Manchuria. In 1910, the year before the fall of the
pire, the ' Minchengpu CensusJ, based on the number of
ilies, and in which an arbitrary multiple of 5-5 was employed
stablish the number of individuals, gave a total of 331,188,000
China and Manchuria. In 1918-19 the China Continu-
n Committee compiled a large survey volume entitled The
istian Occupation of China. The work included a careful
mate of population, based on official information, and
rfully checked by competent missionaries with a knowledge
local conditions.1 At the same time the Chinese Post
ce, an efficient modern organization, was preparing an
^pendent estimate. The results of the two estimates were as
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Total     .
	318,653,000
	452,655,836
	485,508,838

Possibly the numbers are slightly overestimated rather than
lerestimated, and the population of China proper including
nchuria is probably in the neighbourhood of 450,000,000.
.s gives an average density of 238. The mountainous nature
the surface of China and the resulting concentration of the
)ulation in the fertile valleys and plains renders this figure of
y little significance, thus the density of population in
ingsu, mainly agricultural land, is between 870 and 880,
list over considerable areas, as already noted, the density
y reach 3,000 or 4,000 per square mile even in purely agri-
tural country,
1 See summary of certain aspects in P. M, Roxby, * The Distribution
Population in China \ Geog. Review* Vol. XV, 1925* PP- I~24-